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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Recently the Village had the pleasure of honoring two young Willow Springs residents who achieved 
their goals with dedication, hard work and sense of giving back to their community: Gabriel and Malik 
Thalji. Both were recognized at the March 12 Board Meeting for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout in 
the Boy Scouts of America.  

Each of these Eagle Scouts accomplished projects that affected their community: Gabriel spearheaded 
the construction of an outdoor classroom at Pleasantdale School, and Malik led the installation of an 
outdoor fire pit and seating area at Pleasantdale Park District. 

With the usual recap of negative events and misfortune we see too often in the news, I welcome 
the opportunity to laud the spirit of community and citizenship these young men, ages 17, and 20, 
display. Congratulations to their parents, and the staff and members of Troop 69 for their nurturing 
and support.

Also worth noting, is the recognition our community received by the real estate website, Movoto.com, 
which contacted the Village to relate that it had made its “Top 10 Chicago Suburbs” list, based on 
amenities per capita, standard of living, total crimes, violent crimes, high school graduation rate and 
average commute time. This recognition, in addition to being named last year the “Safest Suburb in 
the Southland” area, helps improve the image of our small, but proud, town, and further protects our 
property values.

The coming months entail a busy schedule of infrastructure improvements to improve roadways, 
parking and drainage in the Village. Returning revenues back into basic services remains the goal of 
this Village Board as it ensures that our lifestyle and values are protected.

I am pleased to note that our recycling program continues to grow each year. We can all be proud of 
our efforts to maintain a “Green” community. As the weather warms, don’t forget to check out our Dog 
Park and Splash Pad at Lion’s Park. Also, be reminded that Tuesday, April 7, is Election Day in Willow 
Springs. Please take time out of your often busy schedule to ensure the Village is represented by your 
choice of the candidates most qualified to lead our Village. With summer just around the bend, please 
watch for children playing, bicyclists and motorcycles on our roadways.

Warmest Regards,

Alan
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Fitness Club and Restaurant Plans Fall Opening
The multi-million dollar renovation of the former Chalet property, located at 8300 S. Wolf Road, remains on target for a Fall 
2015 opening.

Phase one plans of Score Sports Center completed this month with the transformation of the indoor pool and the installation 
of a state-of-the-art basketball facility to showcase three full-size basketball courts. 

Besides swimming and playing hoops, the 60,000 square-foot facility offers a gamut of physical activities and includes a 
supervised nursery to allow parents to bring their young children. Members can train on the newest Life Fitness cardio 
machines, play racquetball, or tackle a number of fitness and training classes. Additionally, members can participate in one-
on-one, personalized weight loss programs led by an industry professional. 

The mission of Score Sports Center is to help local businesses and families achieve a wide range of health and fitness goals 
in a family friendly atmosphere.  

Owners of the Score Tennis & Fitness in neighboring Countryside purchased the property from the Pleasantdale Park 
District a year and a half ago and set course to completely redo the facility.  WTS International, a renowned management 
company specializing in upscale fitness clubs and wellness centers, was hired to run the day-to-day operations of the club.

In addition to the fitness center, Score Sports Center will offer a full-service restaurant and bar with access for members 
and non-members alike.  
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Village Prepares for Busy Schedule
of Infrastructure Improvements

The Village of Willow Springs is undertaking several exciting projects within the community. The Village is working on sidewalk, 
road, parking lot, and drainage improvements throughout the Village. The projects will address several areas in need of 
improvement that will improve functionality of facilities, aesthetic improvements, and enhance the quality of life for residents 
within the community. Highlight projects include:

“Willow Walks” is a ‘Safe Routes to School Project’ that will consist of sidewalk improvements to provide a pedestrian 
walkway to Willow Springs School. The project is currently in design and will entail additional sidewalk to the south, west and 
east. The most exciting component will be pedestrian access across the ravine at Vinewood Avenue. The Village committed 
to completing this project, working through several re-design applications to comply with federally- funded aspects of the 
project. This access will compliment and link the School Drop-off Zone along Vinewood Avenue which the Village funded in 
2006. Another ‘Safe Routes’ project installed sidewalks in 2012 along the path to Pleasantdale School, along German Church 
Road and School Street. 

A new Village-owned parking lot for Metra commuters is currently in design stages, with the goal of construction in the 
spring. The Village reviewed multiple conceptual plans to ensure that the needs of the community were met. The selected 
plan will help complete the Village Center area and provide additional off-hours parking for future business growth. The 
improvements will provide closer access to the Metra Station, safety improvements and additional landscaping to the Village 
Center. 

The West Suburban Water Commission has two water main improvement projects planned in the Village this year. The 
water main along Cedar Street will be replaced from Forest Street to Elm Street. Spring Street will also receive a new water 
main from Archer Avenue to Blackstone Street. The Village plans to work with the Water Commission to time its planned road 
paving improvements along Cedar Street with the water main installation. Cedar Street has been identified as one of the 
Village’s highest priority roads in need of repair.  An additional water main project is planned for Hill Street, from Blackstone 
to Archer.  Again, the Village addresses any necessary road maintenance at the same time to economize resources. The 
Water Commission continues to improve water service lines in the Village, having recently completed the removal and 
upgrade of the final four-inch main on its system.  

The Village, in conjunction with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District, is approaching the bid stage for Phase 
Two of a drainage project along the Ravine Watershed route. Last fall, in the initial phase, the Village improved the alleyway 
between Hill and Springs streets in advance of the MWRD phase which will manage storm water draining down from the 
higher elevations of the Forest Preserves.

As part of a separate Stream bank Stabilization project, the MWRD is already underway with improvements along 
Poston Road where the banks of the Cal-Sag Channel are being restored from major erosion.  

Left turn lane improvements along Archer Avenue began in March with the Illinois Department of Transportation planning 
to complete work by mid-June. Please be prepared for occasional lane closures as the project progresses in coming weeks.
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(Reprinted from movoto.com/chicago-il/best-chicago-suburbs/)
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2015 Calendar of Willow Springs Events

Mar. 28	 Sat.	 Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt	 10:00 am	 Lions Park

April 1	 Wed.	 Vehicle Stickers On Sale Now		  Village Hall, One Village Circle

April  25	 Sat.	 Clean Willow Day	 10:00 am - Noon 	 8261 Willow Springs Rd. (To Volunteer Call: 467-3700) 

April 26	 Sun.	 Lions Pork Chop Dinner	 12:00 - 5:00 pm	 Community Center, 8156 Archer

May 3	 Sun.	 Military Display	 11:00 am - 2:00pm 	 Community Center, 8156 Archer

May 4	 Mon.	 Branch Pick Up Begins		  Southside: 1st/3rd Mondays
				    Northside: 2nd/4th Mondays

May 9	 Sat.	 Post Office “Mail Box Food Drive”		  Place non-perishables by your mailbox by 7:00 am 

May 25	 Mon.	 Memorial Day Ceremony	 11:00 am	 Archer and Willow Springs Road

June 6	 Sat.	 Children’s Fishing Derby	 10:00 am	 Healing Waters Pond

June 18-21	 Thur. - Sun.	 Village Wide Yard Sales	 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 	 Throughout the Village call to reg. 708 467-3700

June 30	 Tues.	 Village Vehicle Sticker Due		  Village Hall, One Village Circle

July 3	 Dusk	 Fire Works Display		  Pleasantdale Park District 7425 S. Wolf Rd. 

July 19	 Sun.	 Prairie State Cycling Series		  Pro-Am bike racing in Willow Springs.
				    From Rte. 83 to Willow Springs Rd. via Archer Ave.,
				    to 107th Street, west to Rte. 83

Aug. 6	 Thur.	 8th Annual Benefit Car Show	 2:00 pm - 9:30 pm	 Village Center

Sept. 10	 Thur.	 Candlelight Vigil	 6:30 pm	 Village Hall, One Village Circle
		  September 11 Remembrance

Sept. 12-13	 Sat. - Sun.	 A River Thru History		  Free Shuttle at U.P.S.

Oct. 1	 Thur.	 Leaf Pick Up Begins		  Please rake leaves to easement

Oct. TBA		  “Coffee with the Mayor”	 10:00 am - Noon	 Village Hall, One Village Circle

Oct. 2	 Fri.	 Kids’ Halloween Party		  Location TBA

Oct. TBA		  Ladies Night Out	 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm	 Lioness Fund Raiser at the Willowbrook
				    Willowbrook Ballroom, 8900 Archer Ave.

Nov. 6	 Fri.	 “Vegas Night” Lions Fundraiser	 7:00 pm - Midnight	 Royalty West, 8675 Archer

Dec. 5	 Sat.	 Fire Dept. Santa Candy Cane Run	 All Morning	 Your driveway

Dec. 5	 Sat.	 Children’s Christmas Party	 Noon - 3:00 pm	 Willowbrook Ballroom

Dec. 5	 Sat.	 Tree Lighting Celebration	 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm	 Village Hall, One Village Circle

Date	 Time	 Event	 Time	 Site
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E-mail:

Phone: 708.467.3700
Fax: 708.467.3710
Web: www.willowsprings-il.gov

 info@willowsprings-il.gov

Of�ce Hours:
Monday through Friday:  
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.*

*Every 2nd and 4th Thursday:  
11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Village Committee/Board Meetings: 
2nd and 4th Thursday of each month, 
at 7 p.m.
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